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Many Exciting New Features to be Presented at the Upcoming 
Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Show - Milwaukee 
 

Attendees to the 2nd Annual Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Show – Milwaukee taking place on September 29 & 30 at the Midwest Airlines Center will have plenty of interesting new features to explore. 
One of the most exciting additions is the entirely new fine craft segment of the show. Dozens of artisans from across North America will present fine handcrafted jewelry, wearables, glass, ceramics, and more. Wisconsin based artisans expected include abstract expressionist Ray Zovar of McFarland who will offer mosaic wall sculptures and fountains Susan Corkum of Menomenee Falls with her freestyle stained glass, and Jean Johnson with her hand woven baskets. James Popp of Elkhart Lake will bring his exquisite sculptures that feature life-like wood carvings of birds in unusual settings. Fran Rubinstein of Grafton will exhibit colorful floorcloths, placemats and chair covers and Mark Porter of Madison will present his handmade lamps. Fine jewelry of knitted metal will be offered by Carla Reiter of Evanston, Illinois. The fine wearable scarves by Sonya MacKintosh of Sheffield, Massachusetts are sure to be popular with Midwesterners. The imaginative blend of handwoven textiles and wood in Anne Bossert of Fort Collins, Colorado’s designs are sure to grab attendees’ interest. 
There will also be many new furniture makers at the show. Among them will be Gary David of Galena, Illinois with his Arts and Crafts designs. Mark Whitley of Smiths Grove, Kentucky will feature heirloom quality pieces. Paul Eichenlaub of Chicago, Illinois builds custom cabinetry in addition to furniture. Earl Walker, Jr. of Leadville, Colorado will show his one-of-a-kind multi-media work. Thomas Skaggs won a national award from NICHE magazine for a furniture piece that incorporated turned wood. Linda Sue Eastman of Winona, Minnesota will display her handtooled leather and carved wood mirrors, chests, tables, chairs and benches. Coming all the way from Napa, California is Jonathan Edie & Chanin Cook whose furniture designs of metal, wood, and stone unite simple forms and striking materials in pieces that enhance an environment. 
Professional designers from the Wisconsin Chapter of the ASID (American Society of Interior Designers) will set up showcase rooms utilizing exhibitor work to illustrate how the exquisite handcrafted goods available at the show can be incorporated into anyone’s home. These rooms will be in the lobby, right outside the show entrance to inspire visitors, who may peruse the offerings and get free advice from the designers. 

Frank Lloyd Wright inspired items will be offered by the Taliesin Bookstore. They will offer a wide variety of high-quality furniture, lighting, pottery, home furnishings, and art objects designed or inspired by America's most influential architect, Frank Lloyd Wright. They also stock a complete selection of books and media by and about Wright.  All purchases from the Taliesin Bookstore directly support the preservation of Frank Lloyd Wright's Wisconsin home, Taliesin. Taliesin Preservation, Inc. offers public tours of the 600 acre estate.
Chester Book Company will set up a book store at the show complete with their CRAFTBOOKS™, the best source for quality books on craft. Originally opened in 1983 as a retail bookstore, Chester Book Company became the first bookseller offering a catalogue devoted exclusively to books on craft in 1986. Created by a professional craft artist, CRAFTBOOKS™ is a highly respected source for all who create, collect, teach and love craft. They offer the finest books on craft by searching out titles from US and foreign publishing houses, art museums, craft organizations and books self-published by studio craft artists. Books are only included based on merit. Chester Book Company is the culmination of years of experience selling craft books and our close involvement with the craft community. 
An exciting new book on craft will be making its debut at the show. THE ARTFUL HOME: Using Art & Craft to Create Living Spaces You’ll Love shows the reader how to create a warm and expressive environment by thinking like an artist and envisioning their home as a canvas for displaying beautiful things. Toni Sikes, the book’s author and founder and CEO of The Guild, Inc., the country’s leading online retailer of original art and fine craft items, will conduct a personal book signing session on Saturday between 1 and 2 pm. Throughout this beautifully illustrated book Sikes takes the reader on a room-by-room tour, detailing how to think about the artistic possibilities they offer. 
Best in Show exhibitor awards will be presented Saturday evening to those judged as producing the best accessories, original art, and fine craft. In the furniture segment, separate awards will go to the best traditional and contemporary artisan. A special commemorative award will be given to the artisan best exemplifying marketing excellence. Judges for the Best In Show Awards include Bruce Pepich, Executive Director and Curator of Collections of the Racine Art Museum; Nancy Herrick, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel Entrée Editor; and Nancy Miller of the American Society of Interior Designers (ASID) Wisconsin chapter. 
Work of students from the Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design (MIAD) will be exhibited at the show for the first time. They are expected to exhibit a mix of furniture, designed objects and fine art such as sculpture and painting. MIAD is Wisconsin’s only college devoted exclusively to the education of artists and designers. 

The 2nd Annual Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Show – Milwaukee will take place on September 29 & 30, 2007. Show hours are 10 to 6 on Saturday and 10 to 5 on Sunday. The show presents a marketplace for the finest in handcrafted furniture, decorative accessories, original art and contemporary fine craft to the public and designer trade professionals. It is the only show of its kind in the Midwestern United States. The show occupies 30,000 square feet at the Midwest Airline Center. Over 150 artisans from across the North America will exhibit and sell their work to the public and trade. Visit FineFurnishingsShows.com to learn more or call 401 816-0963.
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