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Opening Next Week: Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Show - Milwaukee 
 

Attendees to the 2nd Annual Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Show – Milwaukee taking place on September 29 & 30 at the Midwest Airlines Center will have a plethora of fascinating activities to explore. 

• 150 Artisans from Across North America

• Over 40 NEW Exhibitors
• All NEW Fine Craft Section 
• Chester Books Bookstore
• Taliesin Preservation, Inc. 
• ASID Designer Room Vignettes
• Daily Door Prizes
• MIAD Student Work
• The Artful Home Author Book Signing 
• Best in Show Awards 
• Chair Making Demonstration by Brian Boggs
• USPS Unveiling of Tiffany Commemorative Stamp
• Much More!
The show presents a marketplace for the finest in handcrafted furniture, decorative accessories, original art and contemporary fine craft to the public and designer trade professionals. It is the only show of its kind in the Midwestern United States. The show occupies 30,000 square feet at the Midwest Airline Center. Over 150 artisans from across the North America will exhibit and sell their work to the public and trade. Visit FineFurnishingsShows.com to learn more or call 401 816-0963.

One of the most exciting additions is the entirely new fine craft segment of the show. Dozens of artisans from across North America will present fine handcrafted jewelry, wearables, glass, ceramics, and more. 
The Louis Comfort Tiffany 41-cent commemorative stamp will be officially unveiled to the Milwaukee market at 9:30 Saturday morning before the show opens. It will be on sale at the show throughout the weekend. The stamp features an image of a leaded Favrile-glass window paying tribute to all of Tiffany’s artistry. It is the seventh in the American Treasures series that showcases beautiful works of American fine art and crafts.

Kentucky based furniture maker Brian Boggs will build a three-slat ladder-back side chair, in cherry wood. On Saturday, hand tools such as drawknives and spokeshaves will be used to bring pieces to their final shape. How to size the tenons to fit the mortices exactly will then be demonstrated. The precise and fascinating process of drilling the holes for the rung mortices will commence on Sunday morning. Chair assembly will follow and, if time permits, the pining of the slats and weaving of the hickory bark seat. [image: image1.jpg]



Nancy Miller and Wendy L. Schaffer, both professional interior designer members of ASID and WRID, will coordinate showcase rooms utilizing exhibitor work to illustrate how the exquisite handcrafted goods available at the show can be incorporated into anyone’s home. These rooms will be in the lobby, right outside the show entrance to inspire visitors, who may peruse the offerings and get free advice from the designers. 
Taliesin Preservation will offer a wide variety of high-quality furniture, lighting, pottery, home furnishings, and art objects designed or inspired by America's most influential architect, Frank Lloyd Wright. 
Chester Book Company will set up a book store at the show complete with their CRAFTBOOKS™, the best source for quality books on craft. Originally opened in 1983 as a retail bookstore, Chester Book Company became the first bookseller offering a catalogue devoted exclusively to books on craft in 1986. 
An exciting new book on craft will be making its debut at the show. THE ARTFUL HOME: Using Art & Craft to Create Living Spaces You’ll Love shows the reader how to create a warm and expressive environment by thinking like an artist and envisioning their home as a canvas for displaying beautiful things. Toni Sikes, the book’s author and founder and CEO of The Guild, Inc., the country’s leading online retailer of original art and fine craft items, will conduct a personal book signing session on Saturday between 1 and 2 pm. 
Best in Show exhibitor awards will be presented Saturday evening to those judged as producing the best accessories, original art, and fine craft. In the furniture segment, separate awards will go to the best traditional and contemporary artisan. A special commemorative award will be given to the artisan best exemplifying marketing excellence. Judges for the Best In Show Awards include Bruce Pepich, Executive Director and Curator of Collections of the Racine Art Museum; Nancy Herrick, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel Entrée Editor; and Leslie Dohr a professional interior designer and member of the Wisconsin chapter of ASID. 
Work of students from the Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design (MIAD) will be exhibited at the show for the first time. They are expected to exhibit a mix of furniture, designed objects and fine art such as sculpture and painting. MIAD is Wisconsin’s only college devoted exclusively to the education of artists and designers. 
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